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CHILI COOK OFF 2024 

Weekend Blessings is supported by grants from the following: 

 

As soon as you walked through the doors 
of 1396 Kass Circle,  you knew there was 
something in the air…...Chili!!! 

People Helping People in Hernando 
County had its annual Chili Cook Off  
competition at our HELP Center on  
Saturday, April 20th. 

It was great to see the  
community supporting our 
mission (and enjoying many 
different  flavors of chili!) In 
fact, our first place champion, 
part of a wife/husband  
challenge Michaela Early, 
entered a white chicken chili 
that was well received by 
both our guests and the  
judges. Bill Early took 2nd 
with his amazing venison chili 
recipe. Our very own, Mark 
McClarty, director of our 
Weekend Blessings program 
came in 3rd.  

Celebrity judges were Burton 
and Nita Melaugh owners of Betty 
Marie’s Catering and  
Brian Jackson from Hernando Communi-
ty Coalition. Their task for the day was 
sampling each contestants’ chili entry, 
rating it in several different categories, 
and calculating the winner. A tough job, 
but someone had to do it! 

What goes better with chili than hot 
dogs? Guests had an opportunity to 
chow down on Mr. Jim’s infamous dogs 
and then top their meal off with home 
baked cake or cookies or pies or other 
scrumptious desserts made by the loving 
hands of the women from Antioch  
Fellowship Baptist Church. 

On one’s way in and out, there was 
music playing courtesy of DJ David 
Marini. 

We had several people donate $5 for a 
rubber duck. (Ask a Jeep owner what 
that’s about!)  

Fun fact: That $5 filled a bag with four 
meals for Her-
nando County 
hungry kids to 
have over the 
weekend. If you 
want to know 
more about 
that program, 
whether it’s to 
enroll your 
child or to  
volunteer, 
please call  
352-684466 
and ask about 
our Weekend 
Blessings  
program. 

As our guests circled the large dining 
room and connecting community room 
lined with eager contestants, they 
thoughtfully decided which chilis to  
sample. Ultimately, Ashley and Dan 
received the People’s Choice Award.  

The click-clack sound in the back of our 
large community room was a spinning 
wheel. Our very own Vanna White, 
Becky Jo Burton, watched over the 
wheel, helping spinners to choose from 
a variety of donated odds and ends. 

By 3pm, the first annual fundraiser for 
PHP in 2024 was over and clean up  
began. 

Why do we do these fundraisers?  
 
First of all, they’re a lot of fun! 
 
Fundraisers are much more than just 
about collecting money and providing 
the financial resources to help PHP  
carry out our mission of alleviating  
hunger in Hernando.  
 
Just as important is building a  
community of supporters who believe 
in our cause. It brings our beloved sup-
porters and valued volunteers  
together, connecting them with others 
of similar passion. 

We hope you all had fun - contestants, 
judges, volunteers, and “chili samplers” 
- We will see you all again at our Fall 
fundraiser. Stay tuned for more  about 
that fun and exciting event!!  

http://www.phphernando.org/


Scenes from a  Chili Cook Off! 
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CHILI COOK OFF 2024 SPONSORS!!! 

THANK YOU!!! 

Green Pepper 

 

RYAN, LEE, & JOOMI BRAINARD 

SOLIMAN FAMILY ENTERPRISES LLC 

NEIL WILLIAMS & JANE MENDELSOHN 

CAROLE L. MENDELSOHN 

Habanero 

M.E. ADAMS 

DOUG BRAINARD 

DPM Hairston FL LLC  

Poblano 

JOYNER MATTOX EQUITIES, INC 

Jalapeno 

DJ DAVID MARTINI ANTIOCH FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 

Council 11317 

MR. JIM’S HOT DOGS 

http://www.phphernando.org/
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Sunday Blessings  

Meal Sponsors -  

April 

THANK YOU!!!!! 

Please show your appreciation by supporting these 

fine establishments and organizations. 

http://www.phphernando.org/


Thank you to those who contributed 
monetarily in March! 

“Help to light a candle in the darkest time of someone’s life.” 

Thank you to all who provided i+n-kind donations in October 

 

AA 
 
Anthony & April Artesimio 
 
Brookridge Friday Bingo 
 
Kelly Brown 
 
Catherine Buonemani 
 
Murilene Cronk 
 
John & Melissa Darling 
 
Donation Jar HELP Center 
 
Dr. Syed Waqar Hasan 
 
Dorothy Haney 
 
Helden Inc dba Imperial Cleaners 
 
Alison Kalvelage 
 
Joan Kenyon 
 
Karen Latusek  
 
Nativity Lutheran  
 Trumpeter Endowment 
 
Ron & Barbara Osipoff 
 
Richard Sweade 
 
Temple Beth David Jewish Center 
 
Timber Pines Irish Club 
 
Timber Pines Tennis Club 
 
Aubrey M Tolson, Jr.  
 
Weeki Wachee Swamp Festival 

www.phphernando.org 
352-686-4466 

  

Anonymous (we know who you are!)  

Allar Family 

Amy 

Carlise Bocci 

Maria Bryant 

Christ the Savior Church 

Jennifer Bruce 

Danny 

Felicia 

Frankie Davis 

Diane 

Dollar General 

Dr. DeLuca 

Forest Glen 

Vicky Foy 

Greta 

Grace Hannigan 

Hernando Animal Hospital 

Highpoint Community 

Rose Laboy 

Glen Lakes Bible Club  

George Lightsey 

Jason 

Judith 

Julia Mario 

Keara Keane 

Kim 

Michelle 

Nicolette 

Noah 

Lynn Olsen 

Scott Mueller 

Publix 

Quilters of the Nature Coast 

Irwin Rappon 

Robin Reynolds  

Jack Rinaldi 

Salvation Army 

Sheila Smith 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Suncoast Credit Union 

Veronica Stringer 

Timber Pines 

Two Girls Donations  

Volunteer Way 

James Walsh 

Marguerite Warmbier 

The Wellington 

Paul Weston 

Whiting Insurance 

Tom Wilson 

Wendy Wise 

Thank you to those who contributed In Kind in March! 

HELP Center Calendar 

 
https://phphernando.org/calendar 
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